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the one Power in the World that was still more unpopular than they
were themselves. If, in 1933, Germany were to invade Danish
Slesvik or Japan Netherlands India, they would each be running the
risk of arousing the World's wrath as it had been aroused in 1914 by
the German invasion of Belgium. But as for Communist Russia,
who would feel a pang, or a fortiori lift a finger, on her behalf, were
she the victim of attack, even if the attack were an act of naked
aggression and Germany and Japan were the aggressors ? In the
Western countries which, in such a conflict, would theoretically hold
the balance, would not the sympathies of different classes be so
acutely divided between the belligerents that in practice the Aktions-
fdhigkeit of these Powers would be paralysed, so that they would be
compelled to look on passively while the two black sheep in the
international flock conducted their 'crusade' against the Soviet
Union at their own will and for their own profit ?
This was the nightmare by which the Communist rulers of Russia
were haunted in 1933. The Soviet Union had never been so perilously
exposed to the threat of foreign aggression at any time since the
evacuation of the Crimea by General Wrangel in December 1921 and
the evacuation of Vladivostok by the Japanese in October 1922.
In this situation, the Soviet Government persistently declined to
allow either Germany or Japan to pick a quarrel with them, and at
the same time they bestirred themselves more actively, and also more
successfully, than ever before to make friends with the Mammon of
Capitalist unrighteousness wherever a common fear of German or
Japanese intentions offered the Soviet diplomacy an opening. In
order to remove any lingering suspicions from the minds of those
nations with whom they now sought an understanding for the purpose
of mutual defence against a common danger, the Soviet Government
accompanied their overtures in 1933 by pointedly proclaiming their
conversion, on territorial questions, to the anti-revisionist doctrine.
This was an impressive demonstration of non-aggressive intentions
on the part of the Power which had lost more heavily in territory
than any other belligerent in the late War; and it also offered a
remarkable contrast with the post-war policy of Italy—a belligerent
whose territorial gains in the Peace Settlement of 1919-20 had not
deterred her from crossing over thereafter to the revisionist camp.
In the Far Eastern quarter, Russia's anxiety in 1933 to avoid
coming to blows with a bad neighbour was illustrated by her patient
negotiations with the Japanese over the price at which she was to
sell out her interest in the Chinese Eastern Railway, while her efforts
to win friends in need were here richly rewarded by her success in

